
 

 

Bulldog Restraint Systems 
1300 East Berry Street 

Fort Worth, Texas  76119 
Phone.  817.923.3344 

www.bulldogrestraintsystem.com 

 

BBUULLLLDDOOGG  BBUULLLLEETTIINN 

 

Date:   January 28, 2014 

Subject:  Insertion depth when transitioning to or from                        
non-Bulldog pipe 

BDIR: 28.01.14 

 

Bulldog Bulletins are for the exclusive use of Licensees of the Bulldog Restraint 
System of S&B Technical Products / Hultec.  The purpose of the BD Bulletin is to 
keep Licensees informed about important issues and support product 
acceptance in the world market.  Installers should always follow the pipe or 
fitting manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

PVC pipe spigots as delivered from the factory will be marked with an insertion, 
assembly, or  reference line or lines drawn around the spigot circumference, 
which indicates the proper insertion depth of the spigot into the bell.  This 
assembly or insertion line(s) on the spigot of the pipe indicates the insertion 
depth for the type of bell the pipe is equipped with. 

The bell length of Bulldog restrained pipe is longer than the bell length of non-
restrained pipe or fittings. When transitioning to or from Bulldog restrained pipe 
to conventional non-restrained pipe, the depth of insertion of the spigot into the 
bell must be considered.  

 



 

The factory applied assemble line should not be used when mixing Bulldog 
restrained pipe and non-restrained. A new assembly line must be applied in the 
field to prevent over or under insertion of the spigot into the bell. Over or under 
insertion depth can be a cause of joint leakage. 

When a non-restrained spigot is installed in a restrained bell, the assembly mark 
should be moved to account for the incremental width of the Bulldog casing to 
get the proper insertion depth. The new insertion line will be further from the end 
of the pipe spigot than the factory insertion line. 

When installing a Bulldog restrained pipe spigot into a non-restrained bell, the 
assembly mark should be moved to account for the missing width of the Bulldog 
casing to get the proper insertion depth. The new insertion line will be closer to 
the end of the pipe spigot than the factory insertion line. 

The chart below shows the approximate width the Bulldog casings.  

4” 1.4” 
6” 1.6” 
8” 1.9” 
10” 2.2” 
12” 2.4” 
14” 2.6” 
16” 3” 
18” 3.4” 
20” 3.9” 
24” 4.6” 

 

Measuring from the lip of the bell to the bulb or sealing surface of the gasket will 
give you a reference on assembly depth.  The spigot should be inserted to a 
point where the bevel or chamfer is completely passed the sealing surface of 
the gasket but not at the back of the bell. 

 

 


